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Tuesday 2nd February 2010
Hello Everyone,

Well, what can I say? Like good British people, we are all talking about the snow and ice, searching our memories to try and remember when it was this bad for so long. It has been extremely difficult for many of us to get out and about and I really hope none of you fell in the treacherous conditions. It was certainly  very unusual to have to cancel our last meeting. My birthday , also on the 5th was virtually cancelled and I am still receiving cards and presents over two weeks later! I am thinking of relocating it to June!

 Time to look in the garden to see what has survived! Surprisingly, although some shrubs look a bit sorry for themselves, everything else looks ok. Daffodils and Snowdrops are all peeping through and even Primulas in pots outside look relatively unscathed. Most of the damage seems to have taken place in my unheated green-house; I shall have to have a clear-out before long. I think, like most people, I have been lulled in to a false sense of security by the last few winters so I’m hoping my Olive and Fig trees will be alright. They are in pots against the sheltered south facing wall.

Our speaker next month is our good friend, Kevin Pratt, who will be talking to us about soil fertility. I’m sure we will all learn something as Kevin is extremely knowledgeable.

I expect you have all been feeding the birds, poor little things all fluffed up against the cold. I can’t feel so sympathetic about pigeons and squirrels, they seem quite fat enough.

I have to admire the squirrel’s agility though; they have managed to get in to nearly all the supposedly squirrel-proof feeders. Have any of you seen any really unusual birds in your garden? Redwings have been my rarest visitor.
David has asked me to tell you that seed orders can still be placed and you could bring your forms to the next meeting.

Let’s hope we can look forward to Spring being just that little bit nearer and no more snow! We should be so lucky!

Take care and keep warm, 
Lesley
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