             HANDFORTH GARDEN SOCIETY            
 


Tuesday 5th January 2010
Hello Everyone,
I am writing this letter surrounded by lists, wrapping paper and the smells of Cranberry and Bread Sauces and Sage and Onion Stuffing. When we next meet, the Festive Season will be over and we’ll be thinking of our new gardening year and making some different lists, this time of seeds and things to do in the garden. Speaking of seeds, it’s not too late to order from the Sutton’s seed catalogue and get those great bargains.

Our last speaker revealed lots of interesting facts about the Dorothy Clive garden and following on that theme, but on a grander scale, Garry Rainford will be talking to us about Lyme Park. It’s probably a place quite familiar to most of us but maybe NOT behind the scenes, so I am looking forward to hearing all about this famous place. Although I have to tell you, it is my birthday on the 5th so if a better offer does come up. I might not be there!

In lieu of any actual gardening, because it is so very wet, I have been concentrating on feeding the birds. They give me so much pleasure and I am always amazed at how many species arrive from the surrounding woods and how they still provide a morning chorus, even on a very cold day. I think they may be saying “get out here with some more sunflower seeds quick!” 

I have bought myself a Christmas present of a Chinese Red Birch. It has, or will have sometime in the future, beautiful cinnamon coloured bark. We all need something to look forward to so I will be watching it over the next few years with great interest.

Happy New Year, Lesley
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