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Tuesday 2nd March
Hello Everyone,

I am sure, like me, you were amazed by our last month’s speaker, who made the subject of soil fertility really fascinating. As Kevin examined some of the soil samples you had brought in, he was like some ancient alchemist discovering the different properties. I was only disappointed he didn’t find gold!

I did manage to sit outside one day last week, wrapped up well of course and you could feel the warmth of the sun. But now snow is forecast again, let’s hope it’s only a few flurries. The garden is looking a bit sad but the Witch Hazels, Snowdrops and Crocuses are doing their best to cheer us up. 

Our speaker at the next meeting, Alan Knapper, will be talking to us about the newly rejuvenated garden at Styal Mill. I went round it last year, shortly after it opened and kept imagining what it must have been like to have it as your own private garden. I would have loved the river running through and all the lovely trees. Would I have had to wear a crinoline though?

The Committee has decided not to have the Garden Walk this year. Many of the usual people who agree to open their gardens have various reasons that make it more difficult for them this time. Let’s hope we can do better next year with hopefully some new gardens to join the old faithfuls!

Simon is organising a trip to Birmingham Botanic Gardens on Saturday 15th May. The coach will leave Handforth Paddock at 0915 and depart Birmingham at 3.30pm.Costs will be £20 or £18 for concessions. Please contact Simon on 01625 521992 for tickets.

The Village Show date is the 17th July with a venue yet to be decided as Honford Hall is having extensive work done. If you have internet access, more details about everything can be found on our web-site www.handforthgardensociety.org.uk
Do go to Croftland Nurseries in Styal if you in that area, well worth a visit and it is owned by one of our newer members who I am sure will be pleased to see you.

Our June evening visit will be to a beautiful Japanese garden in Hazel Grove. More details will follow but I can assure you it will be something very special. The Committee have been working hard to come up with a varied and interesting programme for next year, like all good gardeners you have to plan well in advance! 

Keep warm, Lesley
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